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Comic
club
wants
respect

News
program
resumes
By LEE MORRIS
Staff Writer

New group
showcases
student work
By JARROD SCHOENECKER
Staff Writer

When Billy Vickers was
asked why he is starting a
comic club, he said, “I needed
one. I got very disheartened
when the art department
(at MSUM) thought comics
didn’t deserve a club. I decided to take on the ordeal.”
Vickers, a transfer student
from Minneapolis College of
Art & Design, said people
in general have a view of
comic artists as people who
are “under the umbrella of
nerd-dom” and turn out “low
art, low-brow” work.
Vickers is looking to change
that point of view to make
his comic club a successful
and respected campus organization. He wants to turn
out a printed copy of the
club’s work every semester
as well as attend conferences and shows to showcase
the artists’ work. As an indirect effect he hopes to promote the MSUM campus’ art
department.
He envisions the comic club
to be active and said, “My
club isn’t so much an appreciation of comics but designed
around the production of a
comic studio.”
Sherry Short, MSUM drawing and design assistant professor, is the club’s temporary
adviser. Short said, “There

Illustration Courtesy Billy Vickers

Comics club founder Billy Vickers has been drawing since he
first saw a Spiderman comic in the '80s.

“

All they have to
have (to be in the
comic club) is a desire
to tell a story. People
think that I am writing
to do American
comics only, which isn't true.
Billy Vickers
Transfer student

are a lot (of students) interested in comic illustration.”
Short reflected that about
four to five years ago she saw
students showing an interest
in comics. “In advising students, I noticed the influence
of comics on their work,”
she said. This is when Short
started asking questions and
started learning from her students about comics as an art.
Vickers came to Short about
four weeks ago with the club
idea, and she told him to go
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Billy Vickers said he was disheartened when he transferred to
MSUM and found that the university didn't have a comics club.
He decided to remedy the situation by starting the club on campus himself.

ahead with it.
“All they have to have (to
be in the comic club) is a
desire to tell a story,” said
Vickers. He emphasizes that
all genres will be explored
and that everyone is welcome.
“People think that I am writing to do American comics
only, which isn’t true,” said
Vickers.
Students who are interested
in Web comics or Web site
development are also welcome. He would like to publish materials via the Internet
as well.
Vickers has been drawing
comics since the 1980s when
he saw a Spiderman comic.
He studied comic illustration at MCAD and was in
the comic club there. Vickers
understands that many students may be uneducated
and unskilled with the art of
comics. He said that as long
as they have a desire to learn,
he has a desire to help them
learn and grow.
Vickers has already started
the process of registering the
organization officially with
the university but wants to
include all of the opinions of
the club's members in writing the constitution, which he
will start writing at the first
meeting. The comic club's
first meeting is Friday at 5
p.m. in the Dragon Den.
Any students or faculty
members interested in the
comic club should come to
the meeting or e-mail Vickers
at shogun_bill@yahoo.com.
Schoenecker can be reached at

jarrod_schoenecker@hotmail.com.

The students operating
Campus News ooze compassion and vigor despite being
sleep-deprived.
Senior Enrico Meyer produces the half-hour show that
has focused on college-related
issues since 1983. Meyer said
he devotes up to 30 hours to
every week’s telecast, balancing classes while “making the
show look visually cool” and
also assembling it.
Meyer said, “I think students should watch the program because it’s not the six
o’clock news or World News
Tonight, but it’s stories that
affect them.”
The program typically covers events on area campuses.
About 50 students work on
the newscast, including senior
Mandi Johnson, who shares
anchoring duties with senior
Kelsey Beckstrom and freshman Tessie Jones.
Johnson said the hardest
story she ever covered was the
death of 19-year-old MSUM
student Patrick Kycia, a story
that aired on the Dragon
Channel last fall. Johnson
said, “His parents lost a son
that day and that’s very sad.
And many reporters just try
to jump in there and try to get
the story, but it really hit close
to home for me.”
Johnson’s father died in
May 2005 due to a farming
accident. She said newspapers such as the Grand Forks
Herald “used words so out
of context” to describe her
father’s death that “we had
to answer to people calling us
and explain what happened.”
“I don’t have a job,” Johnson
said. “This is my life.”
The show airs at 7 a.m.
Saturdays on Prairie Public
Television, channel 13.
Meyer said he has complained about the time slot.
“I’ve said, ‘No one watches
this show at seven. And so
why would we bother doing
it?’” Meyer said, “Students
don’t watch it and it’s tough
because we want them to
watch it.”
Sophomore Toby Stauss
said, “How many college
kids don’t go out on a Friday
night?”
Freshman Jason Reiter said,
“I’m not up then. Hungover.”
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Report

2.09 — 2.10

2.09 Sex offenses, forcible fondling in Neumaier.
2.09 Faculty concern on-campus.
2.10 Call for service in
Lommen.
2.10 911 hang up in Bridges.
2.10 911 hang up in Center for
Business.
2.10 Student concern in CMU/
Kise.
2.10 Student concern in Kise.

Student leader of
the month named

Janna Zirnhelt recieved the
"Student Leader of the Month"
award for February. Zirnhelt
was nominated by Gamma
Phi Beta Sorority.
To nominate a student for the
month of March, stop by the
Office of Student Activities,
CMU 229, to pick up a form or
visit online at www.mnstate.
edu/osa.   Nominations for
March are due Wednesday.

Hendrix applications
for internship ready

The Hendrix Health Center
is accepting applications for
peer educations internships  
for the 2006-07 academic year.
Job descriptions and application forms can be found at
the Hendrix front desk, online
at www.mnstate.edu/hendrix
or call Mary Beth Kopel at
477-2211. Applications are due
Friday.
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MSUM Science Center sponsored candlelight cross country skiing Saturday night at Buffalo River State Park. Students and faculty
volunteered at the inaugural event.

Students can still
sign up for Job Fair

Grieving children
topic of workshop

A workshop on “Recognizing
and Supporting the Grieving
Child” will be held from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Feb. 25 at
MSUM.
The workshop is co-sponsored by Hospice of the Red
River Valley and MSUM.
Karen Valaski Schmit, a
bereavement counselor at
Hospice and a therapist in
the Detroit Lakes area, will
lead the workshop. She has
more than 20 years experience working with children
in schools and social service
agencies.
The workshop is to prepare
professionals working in the
fields of social work, nursing, education, counseling and
Bridge competition other helping professions to
is open to students identify the types of loss expeThe 31st annual Toothpick rienced by children, recognize
Engineering Contest, spon- children who are grieving and
sored by MSUM and the           learn ways to support children
F-M Engineers Club, starts at in their mourning.
The workshop is $65 and
6 p.m. Feb. 23 in the CMU
Ballroom. The event is open to includes lunch and two breaks.
The workshop is also availany student, any age.
The object of the event is to able for one academic semesbuild a model span bridge by ter credit by attending two
gluing together roughly 500 additional sessions.
round, wooden toothpicks.
For more information or to
Students in elementary register by phone, call MSUM
through college who are inter- Continuing Education at 477ested in entering the contest   5862.
or to receive rules, call Ron
MSUM to sell shirts
Williams at the MSUM technology department,  477-2480. at sporting events
Dragon Fire is selling t-shirts
emblazoned with the cheer,
“Go Big Red” at all home athletic events for $10. All proceeds are dedicated to athletic
scholarships.

Juniors, seniors and alumni are invited to attend the
Minnesota State University
job fair on Feb. 24 at the
Minneapolis
Convention
Center.
The cost is $15.  Students can
speak with 140 employers at
the event.    
For more information go to
www.mnstate.edu/career and
click on "fairs and events." To
sign up, stop by CMU 114.
Career Services will also hold  
two workshops to prepare students for the job fair.
"Making the Most of the Fair,"
will be held at 5 p.m. Monday
in CMU 207 and from 4 p.m.
Wednesday in CMU 207.

Student senate to
hold caucus event

MSUM student senate and
MSUSA will hold a  Minnesota
Caucus Campaign at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the CMU ballroom.
In the coming 2006 election
almost every seat in Minnesota
politics is up for election.
Student senate urges students to attend and make their
voices heard.

Campus democrats
to have movie night

The movie "Wal-mart: The
High Cost of Low Price"
will be playing at 7 p.m. in
Weld auditorium on Tuesday.
Admission is free. For more
information, contact the
MSUM College Democrats at
msumdems@gmail.com.

Used cell phone
drive underway

Members of Soroptimist
International of Moorhead
are conducting a used cell
phone collection drive during February. Phones can be
dropped off with Judy Strong
in Owens 205. There will also
be a collection table from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at the
Moorhead Center Mall.

Carnegie course to
be held in February

MSUM will host a 12-week
Dale Carnegie course from
1:30 to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays
starting Feb. 22 in the CMU.
For more information contact Kathleen Paulson at  4775051 or  by e-mail: paulsonk@
mnstate.edu.
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Let's talk

Vag i nas

Clockwise from top left: During a scene from "The Vagina Monologues," Missy Mahanna
shares a Vagina Happy Fact with the audience: The clitoris contains 8,000 nerve endings. A
cast member performs "Crooked Braid," expressing the hardships of woman from the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. As the cast of "The Vagina Monologues" prepares
to go on stage, the group does a few exercises to loosen up. Kristen Helgeson portrays "The
Woman Who Loved to Make Vaginas Happy," to the delight of audience members. Proceeds
from the annual V-Day event benefitted the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center in Fargo.
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MSUM alumnus in the Peace Corps
By GLENN TORNELL
Special to the Advocate

It was Christmas morning
in the highlands of Tanzania
when MSUM alumus Barry
Hovland decided to empty his
kitty litter box in a grassy area
behind his hutch.
“I don’t know why I stopped
at that moment,” he said, “but
I did. One small step away I
saw this green head, almost
invisible in the grass, poised to
strike at my shin.”
It was a Green Mamba, one of
the deadliest snakes in Africa.
They stared at each other for
about 30 seconds, then the
snake slithered into a pile of
bricks.
“Then I did what any redblooded American would do in
that situation,” he said. “With
wobbly legs from the neardeath experience, I ran and got
my camera and a long stick,
nervously moved in to take a
picture.”
He didn’t tell anyone in the
village. “If I did, they would
have burned whole fields and
forests to get rid of it,” he said.
“Snakes are not good juju in
Tanzania."
Welcome to Tanzania, located in a part of East Africa
often called the Cradle of
Civilization.
This is where paleontologist
Mary Leaky found the first
evidence of humans walking
upright, footsteps preserved
in volcanic ash some 3.5 million years ago; where Mount
Kilimanjaro, the second largest mountain on the planet,
forms the roof of Africa; where
in 1985 the border district of
Kagera became the center of
the world’s first AIDS epidemic
to strike a general population;
and where terrorists bombed
the U.S. Embassy in 1998.
And this is where the 28-yearold Hovland now makes $6 a
day as a Peace Corps volunteer in the southern highland
mountain village of Ipilimo. No
running water, no electricity,
mud brick houses. The only
sign of civilization is a cell
tower on a neighboring hill.
“But I’m the richest guy in the
village,” says Hovland, who’s
just completing the first of a
two-year stint in the Peace
Corps.

Serving in the Corps

Hovland is one of about 7,700
current Peace Corps volunteers
who serve in 73 developing
countries, teaching locals about
everything from AIDS education
and information technology to
improved farming techniques
and business development.
He’s been assigned as a Peace
Corps environmentalist in a
bush village of about 800 people that sits on a plateau about
5,500 feet above sea level. His
job: to teach some basics of
agriculture—from tree farming
and bee keeping to improved
sanitation—to people who
depend almost exclusively on
subsistence farming.
“I’ve always had a wanderlust and need to see as much
of the world as possible,” said
Hovland, who, through an
MSUM exchange program with
the University of New Mexico,
completed his BFA in photography. “Living in a developing country for two years was
an opportunity I couldn’t pass
up.”
He says almost any American
with a high school education
can be valuable in a developing country. “The major barrier here is education. This
is supposedly the Cradle of
Civilization, but most villagers
don’t know even the basics of
hygiene and sanitation.”
And when it comes to facing the scourge of AIDS, he
says some villagers are in total
denial, even though an estimated two million Tanzanians
are infected with the virus that
causes AIDS.

Uphill Battle

“Everyone in the Peace Corps
seems to be involved in grassroots HIV/AIDS education and
prevention,” Hovland said.
It’s an uphill battle because of
the stigma the disease carries.
“No one wants to admit to having AIDS. If they’re sick, they
blame it on malaria or TB. They
know what AIDS is, but they
tend to believe it’s a problem in
other villages, not theirs. Myths
surrounding the disease are
rampant; including the moderately held notion by some
villagers that AIDS was developed by the U.S. to kill Africans
or the belief that all condoms

have holes in them. My first
month in Ipilimo, I went to two
AIDS-related funerals.”
Hovland believes most people
join the Peace Corps to try and
change the world and make a
difference. He did.
“But you come to realize you
cannot change people easily
and you may not get that personally satisfying feeling. You
will however make small differences and conquer personal
challenges, like living without
electricity, without creature
comforts, growing your own
food and cooking for yourself."

Bush Life

Hovland is making the most
of his austere life in the African
bush. He lives in a mud brick
hut in the center of the village,
the biggest of three rooms is
8x8 feet plus courtyard, conveniently located in front of the
well where women and children
come to gossip every morning
and gather water.
In his courtyard—surrounded by eucalyptus, sisal, coffee
and avocado trees—he’s built a
banda la pumzika (hut of rest),
kind of a tiki hut without walls.
That’s where he brews coffee in
the morning. In the evening in
his living room he often reads
sitting in a royal blue velvet
lounge chair with matching
footstool he had custom made
especially for him.
To avoid skin cancer and with
the Malaria prophylaxis making
his skin even more sensitive to
the sun, his hut of rest is an
essential luxury for this sixfoot-tall, fair skinned Norwegian
redhead from Minnesota (he’s a
1996 Moorhead High School
graduate).

Ipilimo

Ipilimo is situated in a small
mountain range inside Africa’s
Great Rift Valley, about a 1 ½hour ride on his Peace Corps
issued bicycle to the nearest
bus stop on roads impassable
by car. From there it’s another
20-minute bus ride to the nearest town, but an hour and a
half ride brings him to Mafinga,
where he has access to a post
office, the Internet, a bank and
some Peace Corps friends.
The dalas (buses), he said,
are disastrous. “They’re literally packed with people, crops

Hovland was one of only two Peace Corps volunteers invited to listen to former President Bill
Clinton deliver a speech on AIDS and lower costs of medication in the U.S. Embassy in Tanzanian
earlier this year.

and animals, with conductors
hanging on the outside rails.
But buses themselves are in
horrid shape, sometimes everyone has to get out to help push
the vehicle uphill.”
Tanzania, a country of more
than 31 million with more than
100 tribal groups, is among the
poorest nations in the world,
where the average person lives
on less than a dollar a day.
“Most everyone here is a subsistence farmer, so my job is
to introduce ways to make
their lives more sustainable,”
said Hovland. “I’m introducing
bee keeping, fish farming, tree
planting, and raising chickens,
rabbits and pigs in pens. Fruit
trees mean food for the kids
and pollination means honey.”
Hovland’s a trained photographer, not an agronomist. But
he learned the basics of sustainable farming while training for the Peace Corps. “And
if I don’t know something, I’ll
bring in a Peace Corps volunteer from another village, find a
local expert or read a book.”
"A lot of what seems like common sense to us," he said, "is
totally new technology to the
villagers here."
Like in most East African
nations, Tanzania’s main subsistence crop is maize, or corn,
ironically a plant indigenous to
the Americas.
“Maize is to Africa what
shrimp is to Forrest Gump,
only shrimp tastes good,” he
said. “A corn meal mush called
ugali is a staple in the diet here.
It’s tasteless and you typically
eat it with your hands. They
seem to make everything out
of maize, from tea and a few
different kinds of alcohol, to a
hot creamy like drink, donuts,
pancakes and bread.”

Sanitation and sickness

Because sanitation is an
endemic problem (there is no
understanding of “garbage” in
Swahili, Hovland said, and most
people just throw their trash
outside, the good ones burn
it), he’s had his run-ins with
diseases, including Giardia, an
intestinal parasite spread by
drinking impure water, and jiggers, little fleas that lay egg
sacs in your feet, which are
usually extracted by knife.
This fall he also contracted
malaria, a mosquito-borne disease that kills about 100,000
a year in Tanzania. “I’ve been
taking a prophylaxis to prevent
malaria, but for two months
I’ve experienced a general malaise and felt like passing out
while riding my bike once. I’m
now taking Malarone and I
should be okay.”
Within three days of being
diagnosed with malaria, he also
came down with typhoid fever
and amoebas.
But no vaccine could protect him from the Siafu, biting
African black ants with, as
Hovland describes it, “fangs
the size of the Monty Python
bunny that travel in huge highway colonies and eat everything
in their path.”
They invaded his living quarters a couple times so far, forcing him to put down a protective moat of kerosene around
his bed and robbing him of

Photos submitted by Barry Hovland

Hovland sits on his main mode
of transportation.
several nights sleep. Once he
had to move out of his hut for
three days.

Worries for the future

The harsh living conditions,
however, can’t match the harsh
reality of despair and hopelessness that so many volunteers
face in developing countries,
realizing they can’t change the
world in a big way.
Hovland admits it’s hard to be
optimistic about Africa’s future.
“But it’s changed dramatically
here in the past 10 years, with
more roads being developed,
more products available and
more technologies like radios
and cell phones reaching the
villages.”
Still, he said, this is a place
where domestic violence is quietly accepted, and where a man
can have up to seven wives,
which are sometimes viewed
more as property.
“A good bride goes for about
four or five cows or the cash
equivalent of $200-250 a cow,”
he said. “The lighter the skin
the more expensive the bride,” a
Maasi man once told Hovland.
Hovland’s learning that progress in the Third World comes
in small steps. “Africa has enormous untapped potential, but
just reaching it is a problem
because of corruption, politics
and lack of education.”
His emotions run a rollercoaster in the bush. One day
he gets a grant that brings free
livestock and tree farms to the
village. The next day he wakes
up and finds his hut surrounded by barriers of fire.
“They’re practicing a slash
and burn agriculture, raping
the land in front of an environmentalist’s house. So what do I
do?” he says. “I take pictures,
make coffee and bake brownies.”
He’ll discuss the issue with
the villagers the next day.
To learn more about his experiences in Tanzania, go to this
Web site at: www.peacecorps.
gov.
Tornell can be reached
at tornell@mnstate.edu.
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Advocate editorial board
Alicia Strnad
Editor

Ashley Johnk
Opinion Editor

Beat the blahs
with the bizarre
Winter sucks.

Sure, the first few snowfalls are pretty and there is something
magical about having a white Christmas, but beyond that,
winter sucks.
We just weren't meant to live this way. If humans were supposed to live in frigid temperatures, we'd have thick shaggy
hair all over our bodies. Excluding Robin Williams, we
weren’t designed for cold.
Then there’s wind. The human body is, in many ways, a
magnificent machine. It is not, however, an aerodynamic
one. Instead of gliding around us as it does birds, wind slams
into us, trying to push us over and dump us, frostbitten, into
the snow drifts that obscure most buildings.
Did we mention the snow? You know, the stuff that coats
your car and freezes there, meaning you have to get up an
hour earlier to chisel it off your windshield. Yeah, that snow.
So as the worst part of the winter blahs set in, we at The
Advocate have come up with a few ways to help make your
February frost a little more fun.
Make the snow disappear. You know that giant pile in your
parking lot? Start at around 10 one night. Use all the containers you own and start lugging in buckets of snow. Once
it melts, dump it into a drain, then go fill the container with
more snow. Repeat until snowpile has disappeared. Then,
sit at a window and watch people try to figure out where the
snowpile went.
l

Pretend it’s summer. Crank the heat up as far as it goes.
Wait for your dorm or apartment to really start roasting. Sit
on the couch wearing shorts and a tank top. Set up a fan next
to you. Complain about the heat. If you’re of Scandinavian
heritage, don’t forget to call out to all the people you see
“Hot enough for ya?”
l

Make a snow god. Instead of the same old snowman, fashion yourself a frosty deity. Set up a shrine around it. Offer
it homage and gifts. Hold a ceremony to honor your sacred
leader. Invite the neighbors. Sacrifice something.
l

Gross people out. Walk around waiting for victims. When
you spot one, drop to your knees on the sidewalk and pretend
to vomit. Empty a jar of salsa con queso onto the sidewalk.
Walk away, pretending nothing happened.
l

Sneak shovel. Pick a random house and shovel their driveway and sidewalks at night. Do it silently so they don’t hear
you. Park where you can see the home, but you can’t be seen
from it. Watch the owners come outside and scratch their
heads in confusion at the way their snow disappeared.
l

Frame people for crimes. Mix red food coloring with corn
syrup. Leave a trail of “blood” from someone’s trunk to a
snowdrift. Stuff clothes with newspaper and hide a “body” in
the snow so it’s visible. Let the blood drip out from it.
l

Sell snow on eBay. Make sure under shipping you put
“Seller must pick up.”
l

Support the troops. Units from the northland must feel
pretty out of place in balmy Iraq or Afghanistan, so mail
them some snow. Fill up old film canisters or pill bottles
with snow, then mail. Make sure to label the bottle “Genuine
Minnesota Snow.”
l

Play Abonimable Snowman. Dress in all white, including
facepaint, and hide behind a snowdrift. As people walk by,
jump out and scream. Chase them. Eat them if necessary.
l

And, if all else fails, you could always do homework. Yeah,
we’re laughing too.

The Olympics have it all
Most girls long to
hear those “three little
words.”
Myself, I prefer four:
“Let the games begin.”
Now, I love television
as much as the next
single young person,
but something about
the Olympics draws
me more than any “Law and
Order” marathon can.
I think it’s because the games
pull the entirety of the human
experience into two weeks—
complete with instant replay.
The stories of the athletes
draw me in—will Hermann
Maier, the Austrian ski legend
whose leg was severed in a
motorcycle accident, be able to
return to the glory he enjoyed
in 1998, when he won two
golds?
Can U.S. snowboarder
Hannah Teter overcome
chronic cartilage problems to
bring home a medal?
What about home favorite
Italian Armin Zoeggeler? Can
he top five-time medal winner
Georg Hackl of Germany in
the men’s luge?
The beauty of this is that I
didn’t know about these people last week. If you’d said
the name “Hannu Manninen”
around me last Thursday, I’d
have stared blankly. But after
watching the first round of
Saturday’s nordic combined,
I was cursing the U.S. failure
to capitalize on Manninen’s
weaknesses.
The Olympics are more
than Cinderella stories. I get
wrapped up in everyone’s
lives. When short-track speedskater Apolo Anton Ohno fell
in the semifinals of the 1,500
meter, I appeared more upset
than he did.
Everything draws me into

the spirit of the Olympics.
From the $20 million opening
ceremonies—a bizarre take on
the theme of “passion” that
bordered on dadaism—to
the closing ceremonies Feb.
26 that promise just as much
sparkle and flash.
Another thing I love about
the Olympics is that it saves
me money on my electric bill.
This is because the games go
on 24 hours a day—at least on
television. I can watch slalom
in the afternoons, figure skating in the evening, speedskating at night, curling in the wee
hours of the morn, hockey at
dawn, biathlon mid-morning,
ski-jumping at noon and then
begin all over again.
How does this save me
money? Because I have to
watch it all. By virtue of having
but one television, this means I
spend all my time in my living
room. I sleep on the couch so I
can wake every 15 minutes to
check the time penalties on the
biathlon or see which “end”
(inning) the curling match is
in. This means I have no use
for my bedroom, so I turn the
heat off in that room, close the
door and cut my heating bill
by 1/3. Thank you round-theclock coverage.
The Olympics have it all,
from birth (Nordic combined
skier Todd Lodwick welcomed
a daughter into the world less
than two months ago) to death
(speedskater Chad Hedrick
dedicated his gold medal to

his grandmother after
winning the 5,000
meter on the 13-year
anniversary of her
passing).
Even more drawing
than the moments that
happen can be those
that don’t. I screamed
with frustration along
with America as top skeleton
racer Zach Lund was booted
for taking Propecia, a hair-restoration drug he didn’t realize
was on the banned list.
But nothing so far has
matched the drama of Michelle
Kwan. The skater, the best in
several generations, perhaps
of all time, showed tremendous class when she made her
own Sophie’s choice by pulling herself from competition
due to injury and clearing the
way for Emily Hughes.
I am a member of the generation who grew up with
Michelle Kwan. I feel like I
know her—I watched her
win a national championship
years before she would be eligible to drive. I watched her
lose—twice—to younger skaters in Olympic competition.
As she became the most decorated American skater ever, I
cheered her at every victory.
Stepping down Sunday was
devastating to me—I can only
imagine how it felt to her.
But she exited as a champion.
Michelle Kwan does not have
her Olympic gold, but she has
the respect of a nation, the
hearts of the planet and the
love of millions.
When you look in a dictionary, Michelle Kwan’s picture
will be there—the definition of
“champion.”
What's your favorite event?
E-mail Alicia
at aliciawithay@cableone.net.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the college administration,
faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the Editor and Your Turn submissions.
They should be typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year
in school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Wanted: single communist bigot
Of course, for you,
six days in the future,
Valentine’s Day is old
news. Oh, and wasn’t
that great what happened on Monday when
that thing that happened
that day happened?
Sweet.
But, for me, six days
in the past, the pulsing bloody
heart, the toothy-ventricled
monster that is Valentine’s
Day is slouching toward my
apartment. Not that I mind
Valentine’s Day or being alone
on Valentine’s Day, that’s not
what this column is about.
Oh, wait, that’s right, I do
mind Valentine’s and being
alone on Valentine’s Day, of
course. Why else would I
describe it as a toothy-ventricled monster? I mean the
being alone is fine; I am alone
by choice. But the hype surrounding Valentine’s Day
makes it seem like a bad
choice.

But, I have options. I can
watch “It’s Valentine’s Day,
Charlie Brown” in my boxers
or I can go drink my misfortune away at one of the
numerous dives in Fargo that
might not be infested with
couples.
“Boo hoo,” you say? “Mr.
Quesnell, clearly you live a
privileged existence and you
should be thankful for the
myriad of good things you’ve
got going for you,” you say?
Well yes, it’s true the big casino winnings and the scores
of internationally powerful
women vying for my hand
and all of my fruitful inventions do make my life one

of a certain luxuriant
quality. But sometimes not even the
fact that I could have
a penguin delivered
to my door, either as
a pet or as supper,
is enough to fill the
very nooks and crannies of my being. Like
I said, on one level, I’m alone
by choice. My friends say I’m
too choosey, but I disagree.
So, right now I would like to
use the rest of this column to
list what I am looking for in a
woman, and hopefully, either
a woman that fits the bill will
e-mail me and we can live
together in glorious harmony
working on a task force that
busts college students who
abuse cough syrup to get high
or my readers can finally settle this long standing dispute
about my choosiness.
Now, I have no specific qualities I look for in terms of
appearance, or even attitude,

sass it up for all I care, ladies,
but I do have a fairly specific
list of other traits I look for in
a potential partner.
One, she must enjoy professional wrestling. I don’t personally enjoy professional
wrestling but I like the dichotomy created when two people
with opposing interests in the
matter of whether or not to
like professional wrestling
become a couple.
Two, she must be either a
socialist or a communist. In
fact, the redder the better.
Hardcore communists only
need apply basically is what
I’m trying to communicate
here.
Beyond a fanatical devotion
to pro-wrestling and Lenin,
she must hold a special place
in her heart for the longing to
abduct a drifter and make him
think that we are taking him
in and feeding him when, in
actuality, we are spiking his
food with ground up glass

and amphetamines just to,
quote, “See what happens.”
Also, my dream woman
must be a terrible bigot. Not
because I am a terrible bigot
but because I enjoy helping
people realize that they have
been living their life as a bigot
and that they should really
get their act together and start
embracing the diversity of the
world around them.
In the past I have met numerous women who meet between
one and three of the criteria
but no-one that fills out the
entire puzzle.
So I ask you, am I choosey or
are you a pro-wrestling loving communist woman who
wants to torture a drifter while
finding out that you should
stop discriminating based on
race that needs to send me an
e-mail?

by Eve Ensler. Ensler interviewed more than 200 women,
mostly American, and asked
them questions such as: When
was the first time you saw
your vagina? If your vagina
got dressed, what would it
wear? Has your vagina ever
been angry?
The respondents ranged in
age from early 20s to mid-70s.
One told Ensler that she took
photos of her organ. Another
mentioned that, if given the
choice, her vagina would don
some Tims, baggy jeans and a

hoodie. An entire section of the play features
the c-word. Ensler embraces the profanity,
chanting it letter-byletter, for several minutes.
At that point I was
really wondering how
elementary
schoollevel ranting stimulated VDay, a global movement to
halt violence against women
and girls. Then Ensler broke
into "My Vagina Was My Village," inspired by the stories
of Serbian rape-camp victims.
Ensler is 100 percent right in
abhorring such acts of violence
against women. But I am mystified that a woman so devoted to ending sexual violence
also wrote "The Little Coochie
Snorcher That Could."
The monologue describes the

seduction of a drunk 16-yearold girl by a 24-year-old woman. Ensler glorifies the entire
ordeal, implying that the lesbian gives the teenager sexual
healing. Remember Ensler's
rule, folks—taking advantage
of impaired consent isn't sexual violence.
Enough about the play. What
about the MSUM movement?
Is it possible that the buttons
trigger male fantasies about
lesbians? Is that the response
V-Day proponents want?
Ensler's last monologue, "I
Was There in the Room," details the joyous birth of her
granddaughter. Ensler remembers her tears of joy. But
it's hard to understand why a
woman who loves babies so
much is one of the most famous abortion rights activists
in the nation.

Planned Parenthood, America's largest abortion provider,
regularly receives the proceeds of many V-Day activities. Though the MSUM V-Day
proceeds are donated to the
Rape and Abuse Crisis Center,
button-wearers might want to
rethink their support. It's hard
to understand why a movement so devoted to ending
some forms of violence against
women financially supports
another—abortion.
1,357 children were aborted
in Fargo during 2004. All of
them couldn't have been boys.
Maybe V-Dayers should support the rights of all women,
even the unborn ones who
never get a chance to wear hotpink buttons.

Are you the perfect woman?
E-mail Adam
at quesnead@mnstate.edu.

"Vagina" supporters should check facts

Hey, you! Vaginaphobic freak! You know
who you are. You're the
one who tried to keep
your mouth closed the
first time you saw a hotpink "Vagina Friendly"
button on a fellow student. You're the one
who was shocked that
the girl who sits next to you
in astronomy, you know, the
shy one who grew up on a pig
farm and went to church every Sunday, was wearing one
last week. You're the one who
is clueless about "The Vagina
Monologues" but are too embarrassed to ask. You just think
it's got to be dirty. You're right.
This weekend, I broke down
and watched HBO's documentary version of "The Vagina
Monologues," a one-woman
show written and performed

What would your vagina say?
E-mail Alexa
at bushwonha@hotmail.com.

A&E
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Conceptualizing art with the Guys
The Art Guys duo bring their unique talent to MSUM for a free performance Friday
By Ashley Billy
Staff Writer

Students of MSUM, get ready
to be entertained! Art students
this week are going to have
the honor of working with one
of the country’s most interesting art duos, known as The
Art Guys (a.k.a. Aaart Guise
or Art Gize— “any phonetic
spelling is acceptable,” they
said).
They are visiting campus
from Wednesday, Feb. 15 to
Feb. 18 and will give a free
performance at 7:30 p.m.
Friday in the Hansen Theatre.
They are asking students
to join them for “an evening
of itty bitty witty ditties you
won’t forget for at least five
minutes!”
The Art Guys are Michael
Galbreth and Jack Massing.
They first began working
together at the University of
Houston in 1983. Since then
they have created such diverse
and amusing works that they
have captured the attention
of a national audience. They
were even named the 2005
Texas Artists of the Year by the
Art League of Houston.
The Art Guys accepted an
invitation to come to MSUM

and make it into something
amusing and engaging. They
use every type of media to
explore their ideas including
drawing, painting, sculpture,
performance and video.
Their specialty is picking out
the absurdities of contemporary life and poking fun at the
art world.
As Gilbreth said, “There is
a lot of humor to be found in
contemporary life and contemporary art. We have always
looked for ways to isolate the
funny and create camaraderie
through our work.”
Gudmundson said, ”Most of
the Friday night performance
will feature the work of The
Art Guys. Depending on what
develops during the Thursday
sessions, MSUM might be
involved in the performance.”
Photo Provided
The performance is free and
Described in the New York Times as “a cross between Dada, David Letterman, John Cage and the
open to the public, but the
Smothers Brothers,” The Art Guys present a blend of performance, conceptual and visual art that
audience is asked to bring
explores the absurdities of contemporary life and pokes fun at the art world.
dried or canned food for the
by the gallery committee of
They have never performed of MSUM art students. On Fargo-Moorhead Food Pantry.
art faculty and students.
in Minnesota or North Dakota Thursday, they will be involved
This
performance
has
Jane Gudmundson, MSUM before so it should be a very in activities that incorporate been sponsored by the citart gallery manager, said, exciting and interesting expe- the concepts and ideas that ies of Fargo and Moorhead
“They were chosen because rience, she said.
were generated through dis- through the Lake Agassiz Arts
of their reputation of workTheir schedule will be busy.
cussions," Gudmundson said. Council and the Comstock
ing successfully with college
“On Wednesday evening
The creative duo is famous Foundation.
students, making them think ,The Art Guys will be brain- for their unique projects and
Billy can be reached
conceptually.”
storming with a core group ability to take the ordinary
at wingedkitty86@gmail.com.

Fargo Theatre hosts female artist festival
Advocate staff reports

Photo provided

Folk artist Rachael Nelson will perform at the "Celebration of
Women and their Music Festival." She will also conduct a songwriting workshop at MSUM.

"A Celebration of Women
and their Music" comes to the
Historic Fargo Theatre this
weekend. The ninth annual
concert will be presented at 7
p.m. Feb. 18.
Regional female artists ranging in age from 19 to 91 will
perform a variety of musical
genres, including jazz, folk
and classical.
Post-concert performances at four downtown Fargo
establishments will extend the
annual "Celebration of Women
and their Music" into the community and into the night.
Concert goers can attend
post-concert performances at
The Red Raven coffee shop,
HoDo lounge, the Side Street
Bar and Grill, and a pre-concert show at Montes restaurant.
All who purchase concert
tickets will receive wristbands good at all four locations. Money raised by the
event goes into a scholarship
endowment fund.
This year's featured artist is
Patty McVane from Vergas,
Minn. Patty spent many years
on the road with a group
called "Catillac" backing up
oldies artists and opening for
some of the most successful
people in the industry.
She recorded a new CD this
year titled "From The Heart."

Special guest artist will be violin-playing folk singer Rachael
Nelson of Minneapolis, who
is giving a songwriting workshop at MSUM.
During the program, four
scholarships will be awarded
to young women who have
been pursuing a career in the
arts. The scholarships and
the concert are the brainchild
of Deborah J. Jenkins, Fargo
blues singer, chef and caterer,
who will be among the performers.
Other returning and new tal-

ent includes Lucy Thrasher,
Charlotte Lewis, Nita Velo,
Lolly
Hensrud,
Angie
Stevens, Jenna Neubauer,
Sarah Morrau, Connie Hill,
Merry Helm, Susan Clambey,
Jessie Veeder, Chrissie Holzer,
Malika Cater, Karen Burgum
and Shannon Murray. Lisa Lee
Sawyer is returning as emcee.
To purchase tickets, call the
Fargo Theatre box office at
(701) 235-4152 or stop by during box office hours from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are $15
general and $10 for students.

Photo by Lindsay Fundingsland

North Dakota singer-songwriter Jessie Veeder will perform during
the festival. She recently released the CD "A Place to Belong."
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'Parachutes' wins at festival

Graduate student Adam Quesnell wins one-act competition at recent theater festival
By kellie meehlhause
Copy Editor

The lights come up to find
four people hanging suspended in midair via a harness. For
the next 10 minutes, a man
and woman, each attached
to one of the other two, will
engage in a conversation that
eventually leads to the end of
their relationship.
No, this isn’t a brand-new
reality show or even a new
breaking up trend. It’s a play
by MSUM MFA graduate student Adam Quesnell, titled
“Parachutes," which won the
Midwest Region V 10-minute
play competition the Kennedy
Center American College
Theater Festival in January at
MSUM.
“It’s like a conversation
that could happen anywhere,
in a coffee shop or after a
movie, but instead it happens
in these circumstances where
they’re skydiving because
they’re distracting themselves
through extreme sports,” said
Quesnell.
According to Quesnell, he
had an idea for a play that
involved skydiving. He didn’t
write anything down, however, for more than six months,
though he admits that circumstances changed drastically in
his mind.
Then, for an English 688
workshop assignment, his
idea flowed onto paper in a
scene that eventually became
a 10-minute play.
“There’s a good deal to like
about (“Parachutes”). What

stands out most is Adam’s
inventiveness. The ‘setting’ for
“Parachutes” i.e., in the sky,
after the two characters have
jumped out of a plane, is brilliant,” said Richard Zinober
who teaches scriptwriting at
MSUM.
KCACTF is a national theater program that serves to
improve the quality of college
theater in the United States
through annual regional competitions. The winners from
each of the regional festivals
are then narrowed down to
one winner and three runnersup that advance to the national
festival at the Kennedy Center
in Washington, D.C.
Quesnell's submission, along
with 77 others, was sent to a
group of readers, who read
the plays without knowing
who the authors were, and
then choose six finalists.
It is the readings alone that
decide the regional winners,
Quesnell stressed, while the
actual directed performances
were merely for feedback.
“He’s created very clever circumstances for the basis of the
play. I’ve seen and read literally hundreds and hundreds of
10-minute plays and Adam’s
really stands out as one of the
more unique and successful,”
said Tom Isbell, the national
play-writing program chair
for KCACTF Region V.
Quesnell said Emporia State
University’s Drew Shirley
direction also made his play
stand out. Rather than presenting a script reading, as he
was supposed to do, Shirley

Jay Pickthorn/ PHOTO EDITOR

Graduate student and teaching assistant Adam Quesnell spends
a lot of time at his computer writing his award-winning works.

found a way to suspend the
actors in midair, giving the
impression that they were
actually flying.
Quesnell said that the only
thing missing was the actual costumes and skydiving
equipment, but otherwise the

play was interesting for him
to watch.
“The (judges) kinda stressed
the fact that these are works
in progress, this is new play
development, but Drew and
myself had pretty much decided that the script was done.

That’s why we were staging
it as we were, so it was nice
to just see it in its complete
form,” said Quesnell.
In addition to “Parachutes,”
Quesnell also entered another couple-oriented play,
“Labyrinth,” into the one-act
play competition, which was
also directed as a reading by
MSUM student Stephanie
Storhaug.
“They said that she (Storhaug)
was giving feedback on what
the actors were doing, and it
was excellent,” said Quesnell.
“All of the actors and Steph
Storhaug (were) just brilliant
to have there, to get feedback
in terms of line readings.”
In terms of actually winning
the 10-minute competition,
Quesnell said that it’s great to
have the $200 cash prize and
the writing experience, but the
“validating” moment was the
positive feedback he received.
The feedback not only made
him feel like he knew what
he was doing when it came to
writing a short play, but it was
also, he said, the “best positive feedback” he had ever
received for his works.
Quesnell expects to receive
his master’s degree in Spring
2007. Then he hopes to teach
while writing scripts.
“It’s clear from both his writing and his participation in
class that he loves theater and
enjoys being involved in every
part of it. I just wish I was his
agent,” said Zinober.
Meehlhause can be reached
at meehlhke@mnstate.edu.

Local poet visits MSUM today
OFFICIAL MILK OF THE FOURTH OF JULY
The cows looked at us and saw glasses of milk.
Our expiration date had passed, but we still
celebrated independence. It felt like clouds
grazing on our hair. Like we’d never been tasted
before, or a loss of doubt still felt like a loss,
wondering where the daylight went. There went
the fireworks bleeding whitely through the black.
Snowy embers landed on our shoulders, which
were looking over our shoulders. A sign said,
please don’t touch the glass. Our knees touched
on the diasporic loveseat, and that’s when
the world’s longest bridge carried us across
the crepuscular hi. There were anniversaries
of that test drive waiting for us like space ships
of memos we hadn’t written each other yet.
There were peepholes we’d yet to squeeze
our ice-cream eyes through to eyewitness,
finally, our happily colliding dictionaries.
Nonetheless, night could see our brainstorms
paralleling toward sunrise. This was already
home, and the cows had come here to drink
our blood, for they knew we were in love.
— Steve Healey

By Rachel Jacobs
Staff Writer

Steve Healey will read from
his new book “Earthlings” at
8 p.m. and present new poetry
techniques at the Writers Craft
at 4 p.m. today (Thursday), in
the MSUM library porch.
Healey, traveling from
Minneapolis, is a visiting instructor at Macalester
College and edits for the
Conduit Magazine.
He is visiting MSUM as part
of the Tom McGrath Visiting
Writers Series.
“The title of my talk will be
'How to Play with Words' and
I’ll be exploring how we can
let go of the perception that
poetry is difficult, and how we
can embrace the slipperiness
of language," Healey said.
In his spare time he also
teaches prisoners college-level
literature at several Minnesota
correctional facilities.
“It was challenging to work
with prisoners, who often had
little formal education before
coming to prison," Healey
said. "But they make up for
lack of skills with amazing
motivation and effort and
some of those prisoners were

among the best students I’ve
ever encountered.”
Healey said, “For those graduating, remember the words
of Wallace Stevens, 'Money is
a kind of poetry.' ”
Jacobs can be reached
at jacobsrm@mnstate.edu.

Photo Provided

Steve Healey reads from his
new book "Earthlings" today.

Artsy Alternatives

Art Exhibit:

A student art exhibit will be held through March
1 in the Roland Dille Center for the Arts gallery.

Hip Hop Summit:

The Hip Hop Congress will hold a summit Friday
through Sunday at Concordia. Events include hip hop
artists, workshops and panels. Contact Amer Ahmed
at (218) 299-3872 for more information.
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Want to Place an Ad?
Call 477-2365
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Feb. 16:
SWM NCC Conference Meet
Grand Forks, N.D.
Feb. 17:
Tennis vs. Missouri Western
6 p.m.
WR at Southwest MN St.
7 p.m.
WBB at Minn.- Crookston
6 p.m.
MBB at Minn.- Crookston
8 p.m.
TRK Men at U of Minn.
Women at Bison Classic
SWM at NCC Conference
Meet, Grand Forks, N.D.
Feb. 18:
WBB at Bemidji State
6 p.m.
MBB at Bemidji State
8 p.m.
SWM at NCC Conference
Meet, Grand Forks, N.D.
Feb. 19 :
Tennis vs. MinnesotaDuluth
8 p.m.
Feb. 24:
WBB vs. Wayne (Neb.) St.
6 p.m.
MBB vs. Wayne (Neb.) St.
8 p.m.
TRK NSIC Indoor, Bemidji
Tennis at UND Tourney
TBA
Feb. 25:
WBB vs. Southwest MN St.
6 p.m.
MBB vs. Southwest MN St.
8 p.m.
Home events in bold.
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Dragons stunned by last place Winona

Weekend sweep costs
Dragons chance at title
By STEVE HARTMAN
Sports Editor

One team had a conference
title race in its view. The other
was looking up at the entire
NSIC. But after Friday’s upset
loss to Winona State, coupled
by a loss to Concordia-St. Paul,
the Dragon women’s basketball team can only look back
and think about what might
have been.
Winona came into Friday’s
game as the lone NSIC team
without a win. That evidence
was supported early as MSUM
jumped all over the Warriors,
leading 33-18 at the half.
The lead was built despite
10 first-half turnovers by the
Dragons. The early difference,
and ultimately the game, was
which team was shooting the
ball well.
MSUM shot 54.2 percent in
the first half. The Warriors
managed only seven makes
on 28 attempts from the field.
The Dragons also connected
on four 3-pointers as Winona
went 0-for-7 on their tries from
beyond the arc.
Freshman Katie Walden and
sophomore Allison Swenson
led the Dragon attack through
20 minutes as they went into
the locker room with 11 and 10
points respectively.
In the second half, however,
WSU looked like the team
fighting for a conference title.
“They came out and hit
some tough shots. They took
the momentum,” said Dragon
head coach Karla Nelson.

The Warriors hammered the
Dragons early with a 3-point
barrage as four of their first
eight made baskets of the second frame came were three’s.
MSUM answered early in the
second half with their impressive post play to keep the lead
at 12 with 16 minutes, 10 seconds to go. Sophomore Jessica
Trautwein and Swenson contributed the first 11 points of
the final half for the Dragons.
But with the score 43-31 and
MSUM leading, the Warriors
would outscore their opponents 31-17 the rest of the
way.
“We just went away from it
(the post players),” said Nelson.
“When you have experienced
perimeters they get them the
ball.”
With the score tied and the
Dragons with possession, it
looked as if the last shot of regulation would still be MSUM’s
and they could escape with
the win.
But WSU’s pesky freshman
guard Liz Buttke stole the ball
from Walden with 13 seconds
and hit a tough running jumper in the lane to give the Warriors their first lead with 1.3
seconds left.
A desperate half-court shot
by Walden went left and Winona had their first conference
win since nine tries.
“You need to have energy
and passion. We just didn’t
have it,” said Nelson after the
game.
The loss dropped the Dragons’ record to 13-9 and out of
second place in the NSIC (6-3).

JON LAMBERT / THE ADVOCATE

Junior guard Lindsey Anderson drives baseline Saturday in
MSUM's home loss to Concordia-St. Paul.

Northern State, which MSUM
was tied with, beat ConcordiaSt. Paul.
The final turnover was the
most obvious cause of the loss
for MSUM, but it might as well
have been the other 18 committed by the young Dragons.
WSU turned the ball over 10
times.
Swenson led the Dragons,
scoring 18 points on 8-of-11
shooting as she dominated the
paint for much of the game.
Walden finished with 13
points and Trautwein and junior Lindsey Anderson each

had 10.
Winona’s center, Leslie Ross
matched Swenson inside as
she poured in 17 points and
grabbed 10 boards for the
Warriors (8-14, 1-8).
Buttke and sophomore point
guard Shelby Krueger added
14 points apiece.
Even with the heart-wrenching loss the night earlier,
MSUM could stay in the
thick of the NSIC race with a
win over rival Concordia-St.
Paul. MSUM had defeated
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Dragon men beat Concordia, earn weekend split
Advocate staff reports

The Dragons men’s basketball team managed to hit
enough free throws down the
stretch to pull out a 61-56 NSIC
win Saturday over ConcordiaSt. Paul at Alex Nemzek Field-

Dragons in the News…
Rhonda Denbow, softball coach at Minnesota State University
Moorhead, will be inducted into the Manitoba Softball Hall
of Fame in May. The announcement was made Feb. 9 that
Denbow will be inducted in the individual category as well
as joining her teammates in the team induction. Denbow
began her competitive playing career with Souris Blues senior
team and was eventually recruited by North Dakota State
University at Bottineau. She then moved to Valley City (N.D.)
State University where she was named to the All-Conference
and regional teams in softball and volleyball. Denbow holds
the single season pitching record of 20 wins with just eight
walks. This gifted athlete joined Smitty’s in 1990 and played
an integral role in Smitty’s winning seven national and four
Western Canadian championships. She led a Saskatchewan
team to the gold medal in the World’s Masters Games in
Edmonton in 2005.
The first Dragon Fire Walk for Athletics, a program created
to enhance scholarship opportunities for MSU Moorhead student-athletes, has been scheduled for April 22.
Minnesota State University Moorhead head football coach
Chad Eisele has received three more letters-of-intent from
defensive lineman Pat Funk of Morris, Ill., and wide receivers JoVaughn Harris of Melbourne, Fla., and Kyle Kosak of
Fergus Falls, Minn.

house.
The win improved MSUM’s
overall record to 14-9 and
pushed their NSIC mark to 37.
With the score tied at 50 with
just under three minutes remaining, MSUM used a 7-0
run to build the game’s biggest
lead and hold on for the win.
Engen’s squad put in more
free throws than the Golden
Bears attempted, 17-12.
After a disappointing game

JON LAMBERT / THE ADVOCATE

Freshman Jamal O'Neal goes up for
two in MSUM's loss to Winona.

on Friday night versus Winona State where he scored only
4 points, senior Cedrick Hensley had a team-high 20 points,
including 6-for-10 at the free
throw line.
Sophomore post Kyle Nelson
also managed to score in double digits for the third straight
game. Seven of his 11 points
came in the second half.
In a game that saw 12 ties,
statistical similarities were numerous. Concordia committed
16 turnovers to the Dragons'
15. MSUM was able to outrebound the Golden Bears 3129.
Both teams also shot 40 percent from the field. That is
why the free throw discrepancy was so important.
Despite shooting only 60.7
percent from the charity stripe,
MSUM used their 17-5 advantage to seek out the victory.
The Dragons hit 8-of-12 free
throws in the final minute.
Concordia-St. Paul (13-10, 28) was led by Ty Thomas’s 24
points.
Friday night MSUM put forth
a good effort against an extremely good basketball team.

But David Zellman’s 20
points led Winona State to a
77-61 win over MSUM in front
of 627 fans at the Lair.
All five Warrior starters
scored in double figures as the
NSIC leader in men’s hoops
connected on 54.5 percent of
their shots, including 12-for-22
from beyond the arc, to earn
the victory.
Sophomore Blake Strouth led
the Dragons with 18 points as
he made 50 percent of his field
goals. Freshman Jamal O’Neal
recorded a double-double for
MSUM with 13 points and 10
rebounds.
Nelson was the other Dragon in double figures with 14
points.
Once again, the game was
very even statistically with neither team holding a decisive
edge in turnovers, rebounding
nor free throws.
However, it was the terrific
outside shooting of Zellman,
Zach Malvik, and Quincy Henderson that led the Warriors to
the win. The three perimeter
shooters were a combined 12of-20 from beyond the 3-point
line.
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WRESTLING

TRACK AND FIELD

Auggies too much for injured Dragons Four Dragons compete in NSIC
Pentathlon/Heptathlon

Advocate staff reports

In a battle of top wrestling
foes, it was the higher, and
healthier squad that would
come out on top, Feb. 8 at Alex
Nemzek Fieldhouse.
No. 6 Augustana took seven
of the nine individual matches
to earn a 29-7 victory over the
15th-ranked MSUM.
At 133 pounds sophomore
Troy McFarland defeated the
Auggies Adam Schlee 9-0.
Junior Kyle Trout earned an
8-5 victory in the 157-pound
weight class over Matt McDougall.
Senior Ben Keen and junior
Nate Baker did not compete
against Augustana.
Baker is currently ranked No.
in Division II at 165 pounds.
Keen may not return this season due to injury.
Even senior heavyweight
Chris Tuchscherer, ranked second for much of the season,
wasn't able to fight off injuries
as Augustana's Cris Bietz defeated him, 8-0.
After facing yet another top
25 opponent–the Dragons
have faced six ranked teams,
as well as Division III national

TENNIS

Dragons fall 9-0
By Mallika Neupane
Staff Writer

The MSUM women’s tennis
team went winless Saturday
at the Gold’s Gym Tennis
Complex as they were defeated 9-0 by St. Cloud (Minn.)
State University.
In No. 1 singles action, junior
Rose Milless was defeated by
Kelley Severson by scores of
6-1, 6-3.
Alyssa Schafer dropped the
No. 2 singles match. The freshman was defeated by Kim
Lindblom, 6-0, 6-2.
Freshman Amanda Digiovanni lost a tough first set 7-6.
The second set was all Caitlyn
Jurgenson as she rolled to a 6-1
set win and the match.
Junior Beth Helgeson was
defeated by the Huskies'
Jenna Vogel.
Sophomores Claudia Irina
and Maria Cederberg also lost
matches for the Dragons.
In doubles play the teams
of Milless and Digiovanni,
Schafer and Helgeson and
freshman Laura Benz and
sophomore Kayla Parker were
defeated by scores of 8-3, 8-4
and 8-1 respectively.
With the loss MSUM's record
dipped to two wins against
one loss on the season.
SCS improved their record
to 2-3.
Dragons will be hosting
Missouri Western at 6 p.m.
Friday and Minnesota-Duluth
at 8 p.m. Sunday. Both matches will be played at Courts
Plus Fitness Center in Fargo.

Neupane can be reached
at xmallika@hotmail.com

By NICK LERUD
Staff Writer

Lizzie Chinander / THE ADVOCATE

Sophomore Troy McFarland earned a 9-0 decision over Augustana's
Adam Schlee in MSUM's 29-7 loss Feb. 8.

champion Augsburg–MSUM's
dual meet record dropped to
9-7.
Augustana improved to 10-4
in duals this season.
The Dragons finish up the
regular season Friday with
a dual in Marshall, Minn.
against conference opponent
Southwest Minnesota State .
On Feb. 26 the Dragons will
compete in the NCAA Division II North Regional tournament in Omaha, Neb.
Many familiar teams will be

there and the Dragons have a
tough road ahead of them.
In the North Region alone are
top-ranked Nebraska-Omaha,
Minnesota State Mankato,
which defeated MSUM earlier,
and Augustana.
Look for the Dragons to make
a push for the North Region
title as they get nine days off
after the dual against Southwest.
With a win over the Mustangs, MSUM would earn yet
another NSIC title.

❒ HOOPS, from 12

straight night. The Bears capitalized on the turnovers and
shooting problems by hitting
56.3 percent of their shots in
the final frame.
Nakia Carlisle’s 18 points and
Candace Olstad’s double-double of 11 points, 10 rebounds
gave Concordia a regular season split with MSUM.
The Dragons will try to rebound from a tough home
weekend as they travel to
Crookston on Friday to take
on the UMC Golden Eagles
before heading down U.S.
Highway 2 to Bemidji where
they will face the Beavers.
MSUM took a pair of wins
from the Golden Eagles and
Beavers earlier this season at
Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse.

the Golden Bears, 88-80 at the
Gangelhoff Center.
However, another poor second half enabled Concordia to
take a win back to St. Paul by
defeating the Dragons, 79-64.
Anderson tied a school-record with six 3-pointers as she
finished with a career-high of
24 points for MSUM. The loss
dropped the Dragons to 6-4 in
the NSIC.
Swenson added 10 points and
eight rebounds for MSUM.
Turnovers were the story
again for Nelson’s squad as
MSUM committed 19 miscues
compared to 11 for Concordia.
The second half shooting
woes continued as the Dragons shot below 40 percent in
the second half for the second

Hartman can be reached
at hartmast@mnstate.ed

The MSUM men’s and women’s Track and Field team sent
a few of their well-rounded
athletes on Sunday and Monday to the 2006 NSIC Pentathlon/Heptathlon in Aberdeen,
S.D.
The four Dragons all placed
in the top 10 and racked up a
lot of individual points.
Senior co-captain Kristan
Anderson placed third in the
Pentathlon while compiling
3,023 total points.
Dragon freshman Katie Fleming finished with 2772 points
placing her fifth in the event.
MSUM senior co-captain Tiffany Spriggs ended the event
in ninth place with a point total of 2,658.
Dragon sophomore Daniel
Fetzer was the only men’s athlete to participate in the NSIC
event.
“This was my first time participating in the heptathlon,”
Fetzer said. “Overall I thought
it went really well."
He placed sixth in the hep-

tathlon
while
racking
up 3,885
t o t a l
points.
“The
l o n g
j u m p
and high
j u m p
w e n t
Tiffany Spriggs
good for
me. It was the little things that
went wrong and that I need to
work on," Fetzer said.
Friday the Dragon women’s
track and field team travels
across the river to NDSU for
the Bison Classic.
The men’s track and field
team will also travel on Friday.
They will compete in a meet in
Minneapolis at the University
of Minnesota.
This weekend's meets will
be a tune-up for the upcoming
NSIC Indoor meet Feb. 24-25
in Bemidji, Minn.
Lerud can be reached
at smoothlerud@hotmail.com

SWIMMING AND DIVING

Dragons enter NCC meet Feb. 15-18
The MSUM swimming and
diving team will compete in
the North Central Conference meet Feb. 15-18 in Grand
Forks, N.D. in hopes of earning a place in the 2006 NCAA
Division II Swimming and
Diving Championships March

8-11 in Indianapolis, Ind.
On Jan. 28 At the UND Invitational on, MSUM set 31 personal bests. Familiarity with
the water in Grand Forks can
hopefully pay off for coach
Todd Peters' young squad.

It’s not easier to quit smoking after college. It’s harder.
Research shows most college grads who smoke find it harder to quit after college...not easier.

For help, call (888) 354-PLAN
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Spring Break
#1 Spring Break Website! Low prices
guaranteed. Free Meals & Free Drinks.
Book 11 people, get 12th trip free! Group
discounts
for
6+
www.
SpringBreakDiscounts.com or www.
LeisureTours.com or 800-838-8202

Misc.
Free Pregnancy Testing - First Choice
Clinic, Putting You First For Life. Call
701-237-6530 or toll free 1-800-2376530
Please help us add to our family. If
you or someone you know is considering placing an infant for adoption,
please visit or website at www.sandiandbill.com. Thank you!

For Rent
Unique 1, 2 & 3 bdrm floor plans,
Heated indoor parking, Private
Laundry in each unit, Central air
and exposed duct work, High speed
internet available, Balconies, 9' wood
beamed ceilings, From $580 with
incentives, No pet please.
Woodlawn Terrace
330 2nd Ave. S. Mhd.
239-2603
Effic, 1, 2 &3 Bdrms, ALL UTILITIES
PAID, Attached garages, indoor Pool
& Sauna, Fitness Center, Controlled
Access Entries
The Park East Apartments
237-6448 or 239-2603
www.fmapartments.com
Beautiful house for rent. Available
June 1. Very close to MSUM and
Concordia. No pets or smoking. Call
271-9253.
Across for MSUM-Lommen Hall.
Huge 3BR / 2BA / 1GA+4 off-street
parking spots, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors, central air, dishwasher,
washer/dryer included. Non-smoking,
no pets, high quality tenants wated.
Available June 1, rent reduction JuneAugust. Garrick/Mary Larson (218)
287-1047, gzlarson@702com.net

Help Wanted
Afternoon cleaning position starting
at 11:30 am until 2:30 pm Monday
thru Friday. Must enjoy working
around people. Apply in person at
3431 4th Ave. S. Suite C.

Daytime cleaning position in medical
setting starting at 11:30 am until
5:30 pm. Must enjoy working around
people. Apply in person at 3431 4th
Ave. S. Suite C.
College students pay your way
through cllege with this great job.
Flexible hours with wide range of
duties starting, pay $7.50/hr. Call Tom
Day 237-3959.
Looking for responsible, reliable individuals to work evening hours claning
office buildings. Hours are flexible,
with most shifts starting after 5 pm,
Monday thru Friday with weekends
off. Apply in person at 3431 4th Ave.
S. Suite C.

Classifieds
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PHOTOS BY JAY PICKTHORN/PHOTO EDITOR

Students and faculty revel in the ecstasies of the Chinese New Year Saturday
in the Dragon Den. The Chinese Club-held event offered a plentiful array of
Traditional Chinese games. (Clockwise from top) The game of Go enhances
the day with some challenging competition. Sophomore Matt Bernier races
freshman Dan Grabill (not pictured) by using chopsticks to strategically
snatch rice grains. Participants create origami animals.

❒ NEWS, from front
Meyer said Prairie Public
dictates the show’s time slot
and the Dragon Channel
will air “Campus News” at
a more student-friendly time,
although he said the show has
15,000 weekly viewers, including Canadians. “Especially
Canadians,” Meyer said.

Mass communications professor Martin Grindeland, the
show’s director, said the program targets a general audience and half of its coverage area extends into Canada.
Grindeland said, “It’s fun to go
up to Winnipeg on a Saturday
morning, which I have done,

and turn on a TV and watch
‘Campus News.’”
Grindeland said students
should watch the show to
learn “what’s going on on
campuses around the region.”
WDAY meteorologist Rob
Kupec serves as the show’s
executive producer. WDAY

anchor Kerstin Kealy teaches the Campus News writing class and WDAY reporter
Kevin Wallevand teaches the
reporting class. Wallevand,
who worked on the first
Campus News program, said
television news is “all about
storytelling.”

Johnson said she hopes students will watch despite its
early morning broadcast. “I
don’t know very many students other than myself that
wake up that early,” she said.
“Just tape it.”
Morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.

